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 Greetings from the East
From the “Masons of California” website:
Freemasonry is the world's first and largest fraternal organization. It is a body of knowledge and a system of ethics based on the belief that each man can make a difference in the world & has a responsibility to improve himself while being devoted to his family, faith, country, and fraternity. 

Our mission is guided by the enduring and relevant tenets of our fraternity--brotherly love, relief, & truth—and our core values. 
We value honor and integrity, and we place great importance on honesty, compassion, trust, and personal growth. 

We value religious, ethnic, cultural, social, and educational differences. We respect the opinions of others as all people should strive to improve and develop as human beings. 

We value our continuous pursuit of knowledge, ethics, spirituality, and leadership which brings more meaning to our lives. 

We value making a difference in our communities through charitable giving, community service, and volunteerism. 

We strive to be better spouses, parents, and family members. We are committed to protecting the well-being of members and their families, especially when they are in need. 

We value the liberties outlined in the U.S. Constitution and continually promote freedom of speech and expression, freedom to worship a Supreme Being in an individual way, and other important liberties. We believe it is our duty to vote in public elections and to exercise all of our liberties within proper bounds.
Fraternally 

Matthew Byrd, Master
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 From the West

My new Brother Master Mason, what are you going to do with that new vestment with which you are now girded?  Before you became a Mason, you probably knew that the road along life’s path could be a rough one, sometimes beset with ruffians who will do you harm.  We are all blind as we walk along our paths across the checkered mosaic. It is always better to have as much light as possible, such as has been conveyed to you in our Lodge of Master Masons, while traveling through this plane of existence. Presumably you sought the knowledge of a Master Mason, so that you may be better disposed to end your mortal journey with a clean apron, at the time and place when it counts most.

Your new apron should be considered invisible, always there, permanently reminding you of the dignity which you can now display as you walk along your path.  You must put the necessary effort into Working upon the square, and circumscribing your own desires, with your Brothers, neighbor, friends and others. Work is a Verb in this sense, and you’ll find it takes thought and effort to walk upright as a Mason. How you circumscribe your world and build your edifice is a choice you now must make, and that choice is different for each Brother. 

Master Masons, who utilize all the knowledge that can be conferred in a Lodge of Master Masons, are perhaps better equipped to decide the boundaries of their conduct and desires towards all mankind. We have spent the time to prove we are proficient, so we understand we are obligated to conduct ourselves with a certain dignity.  This need not mean, however, that as soon as we are raised, suddenly we need to set out on a path to save the world.  You do not have any obligation to rescue every madman or fool who comes across your path.  If you cannot climb a tree and you haven’t a ladder, you have no obligation to attempt to rescue cats stranded in trees.  If you see a Brother who needs help, it IS now your obligation to consider if it is within the length of your cable tow to help.  Especially Brothers, but will you be the kind of Mason who extends even the time to consider helping others?  Will you be willing to help the high and the low, the rich and the poor? 

In some ways it is easy to walk the walk in everyday life. If you are a butcher, storekeeper, or paint people’s homes, give your customers a fair price.  If you are a mechanic, and a widow needs your help, make the decision to help and then circumscribe your boundaries as to how far you are able to help.   Help her to your own abilities; you have no obligation to give her your own car. A little time, a little elbow grease, and a ride home maybe. If you do not lie, cheat, and steal in order to cheat, wrong or defraud others, you probably are already walking as you should.

From the West (Cont.)

It is written, “There is hope that, if a tree be cut down, it will sprout again, and that the tender branch thereof will not cease”.  You are that tender branch. How you live within your world anew, will dictate the strength of your Masonic trunk.  It is the grace of God that allows a man to be pulled out of a deep hole, after life has beaten on him with a setting maul. Then after laying in the dirt, and being rescued by a strong grip pulling you out, you hopefully realize that the Great Architect’s light is the water, which can nourish your new sprout and its roots. The rays of grace pour down upon your branches each time you show compassion for another of his creatures, for God knows our downsitting and our uprising, and understands our thoughts from afar off. 

As a new Master Mason, what do you think is more important?  How you look in the world, or how you act in the world? What do you think will be more important at the grave? Is it how a Master Mason has; dressed, how he cut his hair, if he has pierced whatever, perhaps he enjoys tattoos, drinking and cussing moderately or doing anything else legal which causes others to say, “why?” But he is also a Mason, who can be counted on to walk the walk towards all mankind. 

Or is it more important, at the pearly gates, to have been the best dressed, always having well kept hair, wearing the biggest and brightest finger ring, loudly charitable with money, but is only a Mason who verbally espouses the walk and rarely walks the path, when none are watching.  At the Pearly Gates, frequently utilizing, rather than frequently speaking beautiful words, is more important when it counts. Remember, after all is said and done, you may have accrued the coinage to cross the river Styx, but the gatekeeper can see your invisible apron, and that is the pass. 

Fraternally 

Robert Dockery
From the Editor
All trestleboard inputs due to me by the Stated Meeting of each Month.  Please e-mail them to me at allisont-r@cox.net.
Terry Allison PM
Stated Meeting Menu:
Shrimp Fettuccine Alfredo 

Salad 

Dessert
Please call the Lodge Secretary and make your reservations for dinner on or before the Monday before the Stated Meeting.
……………………………………………………………….
“Brethren, Please come and join us at the Lodge.”

 If you need a ride to the lodge to attend the stated meeting dinner and meeting or a Degree.  
Please contact the lodge secretary at (619) 501-5515.  We would be very glad to make arrangements to get you to the lodge and back home.
DATES TO REMEMBER

Aug. 11 – Stated Meeting 

                 Dinner at 6:30 PM, meeting at 7:30 PM

Aug. 25 – Temple Board meeting, 7:00 PM

Sept. 1 – 2nd Degree Practice, 1st Section, 7:00 PM

                Also 1° Proficiency for Bill Fiskewold

Sept. 8 – 2nd Degree Practice, 2nd Section, 7:00 PM

Sept. 13 – 2nd Degree for Bill Fiskewold

Sept. 15 – Stated Meeting

                 Dinner at 6:30 PM, meeting at 7:30 PM

Sept 18 - George Stephen’s Picnic

Sept 24-26 - Grand Lodge Annual Communication

Sept 25 & 26 - Adams Ave Street Fair; Lodge Booth & Child ID

Oct 23 - Halloween Party

Nov 21 - Thanksgiving Dinner
Dec 12 - Unity Lodge Installation

Dec 18 - Christmas Dinner & Party
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Birthdays in Aug:





Herbert Baty	1


Don Goodman	1


Michael Butler	3


Ronald Crain	4


Marvin Holmberg	5


Lindsay Cerney	6


Eric Yeagley	6


Charles Veazey	7


George Randall	11


Bill May	11


George Copus	12


Bobby Waggoner	14


Michael Merit	14


David Bustos	14


Robert Dockery	16


Rick Church	16


Sean Shiraishi	17


Richard Moore	17


Thomas Warner	18


Robert Decker	20


Jerold Grimm	22


Arthur Strode	24


Kenneth Burkhart	24


Russell Whiles	24


Hugh Bridgford	25


Donald Snyder	26


Ben Frank Terrt Jr.	26


Bobby Hooten	27


James Lee	27


Bryan Moss	27


William Romer	28


Gerard Blackburn	28


Jose Barrera	28


Ted Harelson	29


Charles Spratley	30











Masonic Anniversaries in Aug:





Robert Vance	9


Michael Hurm	9


Keith Gerena	13


George Bakich	19


Charles Veazey	19


Joseph Frankel	20


Richard Knight	21


Stephen Shultz	21


Michael Butler	23


Sean Shiraishi	29


Charles Vanorsdale	30














